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BINDER WITH MULTI-ACCESS POCKET 



The present invention is directed to a binder, and more particularly, to a binder with a 
pocket which can be accessed from multiple sides of the binder. 
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BACKGROUND 

Binders and other similar components may be used to store loose-leaf papers, bound 
notebooks, etc. Users of such notebooks also typically utilize handouts, papers, writing 
instruments and other accessories for use with the binder. Binders may include internal and/or 
10 external pockets for storing such components. However, access to internal pockets may be 
limited when the binder is in its closed position, and, conversely, it may be difficult or 
inconvenient to access the external pockets when the binder is in its open position. Accordingly, 
there is a need for a binder having a pocket which can be accessed from either inside and/or 
outside the binder. 
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SUMMARY 

In one embodiment, the present invention is a binder having a pocket which can be 
accessed from either inside and/or outside the binder. In particular, in one embodiment, the 
binder includes a pocket located on one of the covers of the binder, wherein the pocket can be 
20 accessed from either side of the cover. 

In one embodiment, the invention is a binder including a first cover and a second cover 
pivotally coupled to the first cover, both of the covers being generally flat and planar and having 
a first and second opposite sides thereof. The binder further includes a pocket coupled to the 
first cover, wherein the pocket can be accessed from both the first and second sides of the first 
25 cover. 

In another embodiment, the invention is a binder including a first cover and a second 
cover pivotally coupled to the first cover, with both of the covers being generally flat and planar. 
The first cover includes an opening and has a first side and a second side. The binder further 
includes a pocket coupled to the first cover and generally received in the opening, the pocket 
30 including a first panel and a second panel defining a pocket cavity therebetween. The first panel 
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is releasably attachable to the first side of the first cover and the second panel is releasably 
attachable to the second side of the first cover. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will be apparent from the following 
description and the accompanying drawings. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of one embodiment of the binder of the present 
invention, with the binder shown in its closed position and the pocket in its closed position; 

Fig. 2 is a front perspective view of the binder of Fig. 1, with the pocket in a first open 
10 position; 

Fig. 3 is a front perspective view of the binder of Fig. 1, with the binder shown in its open 
position and the pocket in its closed position; 

Fig. 4 is a front perspective view of the binder of Fig. 3, with the pocket in a second open 
position; 

15 Fig. 5 is a side cross section of the binder of Fig. 1, with the binder partially opened; and 

Fig. 6 is a front perspective view of the binder in its open position, with the pocket 
removed for illustrative purposes. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

20 As shown in Figs. 1-6, in one embodiment the binder of the present invention, generally 

designated 10, may include a first or front cover 12, a second or rear cover 14, and a spine 16. 
Each of the front cover 12 and rear cover 14, and optionally the spine 16 may be generally flat 
and planar and generally rectangular in front view. The front cover 12 includes a first side 18 
and a second side 20. The front cover 12 may define a plane, with the first side 18 being located 

25 on or defining the first side of the plane and the second side 20 being located on or defining the 
opposite side of the plane. Each of the front cover 12, rear cover 14 and spine 16 may be made 
of relatively stiff and/or rigid material (i.e., sufficiently rigid to support a stack of school 
components, such as several pounds, thereon without significant deformation). 

The spine 16 may include a pair of opposed outer edges 22, 24, and each of the covers 

30 12, 14 may be pivotally coupled to one of the edges 22, 24, respectively. In this manner, the 

front 12 and rear 14 covers are pivotally coupled together. The front 12 and rear 14 covers may 
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be pivotal about a hinge line, or any of a variety of hinge lines located at or adjacent to the spine 
16, one of which is shown as hinge line 26 in Fig. 3. The spine 16 may be generally flexible 
such that the spine 16 flexes during pivoting of the front 12 and rear 14 covers. The binder 10 
may include a binding mechanism 28 (Figs. 3 and 4), located on an inner surface 30 of the binder 
5 10 such as on an inner surface of one of the covers 12, 14, or of the spine 16. In the illustrated 
embodiment the binding mechanism 28 is a three-ring binding mechanism. 

The binder 10 is movable between a closed position wherein the front 12 and rear 14 
covers are generally parallel and facing each other (Figs. 1 and 2) and an open position wherein 
the front 12 and rear 14 covers are generally not parallel, and/or are not generally facing each 

10 other (Figs. 3 and 4). As shown in Figs. 3 and 4, each of the front 12 and rear 14 covers may 

include a zipper 32 or other fastening component located about the outer edges thereof so that the 
front 12 and rear 14 covers can be releasably attached together (i.e., by the zipper 32). The 
fastening component 32 can be operated to maintain the binder 10 in its closed position. 

As shown in Fig. 6, the front cover 12 may include a window, opening or cutout 34 

15 formed therein. The binder 10 may include a pocket 36 located on or coupled to the front cover 
12. As can be seen in a comparison between Fig. 4 and Fig. 6, the pocket 36 may be located in 
the opening 34 of the front cover 12. Although Fig. 6 illustrates the pocket 36 as being entirely 
separated and removed from the binder 10/front cover 12, the pocket 36 may be fixedly coupled 
to the binder 10/front cover 12 such that the pocket 36 cannot be removed, and Fig. 6 is 

20 presented primarily for illustrative purposes. 

The pocket 36 may include a front or first panel 40 and a second or rear panel 42 located 
generally parallel to and facing the front panel 40. The pocket 36 may further include a pair of 
side panels 44 (Fig. 4) extending between the front 40 and rear panels 42. In this manner, the 
front 40 and rear panels 42 and side panels 44 define a pocket cavity 46 having a mouth 48 

25 which extends generally parallel to the hinge line 26. 

The side panels 44 may be made of expandable material, such as, in the illustrated 
embodiment, gusseted material. The pocket 36 may further include a plurality of dividers 50 
located in the pocket cavity 46. Each divider 50 may include a tab 52 extending outwardly from 
the pocket cavity 46 to serve as organization or indexing tools. 

30 The front panel 40 of the pocket 36 includes at least part of a front panel fastening 

mechanism or releasable fastener 54 for releasably attaching the front panel 40 to the front cover 
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12. In the illustrated embodiment the front panel fastening mechanism 54 includes a zipper 
extending around the outer edges of the front panel 40 such that the zipper 54 can be operated to 
releasably attach the front panel 40 to the front cover 12. The front panel 40 is also fixedly 
coupled to the front cover 12 along an inner edge 56 thereof. In this manner, when the front 
5 panel fastening mechanism 54 is unzipped (i.e., as in Fig. 2), the front panel 40 may be pivotally 
coupled to the front cover 12. 

When the front panel fastening mechanism 54 is unzipped, the front panel 40 can be 
pivoted away from the front cover 12 to its position shown in Fig. 2. In this configuration, the 
front panel 40 pulls the side panels 44 and portions of the pocket 36 and pocket cavity 46 

10 through the opening 34 of the front cover 12. In this position, generally all of the pocket cavity 
46 is located on the first side 18 of the front cover 12 and generally no portion of the pocket 
cavity 46 is located on the second side 20 of the front cover 12. Thus, portions of the pocket 36 
and pocket cavity 46 are pulled to the first side 18 of the front cover 12 such that the pocket 
cavity 46 can be accessed and components can be placed into and removed from the pocket 

15 36/pocket cavity 46 from the first side thereof. More particularly, the pocket 36/pocket cavity 46 
can be accessed by a user without having to reach through or break the plane of the front cover 
12. In this position, generally all of the pocket cavity 46 is located on the first side 18 of the 
front cover 12 and no part of the pocket cavity 46 is located on the second side 20 of the front 
cover 12. Once the pocket 36/pocket cavity 46 has been accessed as desired, the front panel 

20 fastening mechanism 54 may be zipped to its closed position to retain the components of the 
pocket 36 therein. 

As shown in Fig. 5, the rear panel 42 may have a size greater than the opening 34 of the 
front cover 12 to prevent the rear panel 42 from being pulled through the opening 34 when the 
binder 10 is in its position shown in Fig. 2. In the illustrated embodiment, the outer edges of the 

25 rear panel 42 extend outwardly beyond the opening 34 such that the rear panel 42 generally 
entirely covers the opening 34 of the front cover as shown in Fig. 5. However, if desired, only 
certain portions or tabs of the rear panel 42 may extend outwardly beyond the opening 34 to 
prevent the rear panel 42 from being pulled through the opening 34 of the front cover 12. 

The pocket 36 can also be accessed from the second side 20 of the front cover 12, or from 

30 inside the binder 10. As shown in Fig. 3, the binder 10 may include a rear panel fastening 

mechanism 60 which may include an attachment flap 62 fixedly coupled to the inner surface 20 
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of the front cover 12. The attachment flap 62 includes a strip of hook-and-loop fastening 
material 64 (such as VELCRO®) located thereon. As shown in Fig. 4, the rear panel 42 of the 
pocket 34 may include a corresponding patch 66 of hook-and-loop fastening material. In this 
manner, the patches 64, 66 of hook-and-loop fastening material can cooperate to couple the rear 
5 panel 42 to the front cover 12 such that the rear panel 42 pivots with the front cover 12 about the 
hinge line 26. 

When it is desired to access the pocket 36 from the second side 20 of the front cover 12, 
the attachment flap 62 is separated from the rear panel 42, and the rear panel 42 is pivoted 
inwardly (i.e., toward the binding mechanism 28) about its hinge line, thereby pulling portions of 

10 the side panels 44 and pocket cavity 46 through the opening 34 as shown in Fig. 4. In this 

manner, portions of the side panels 44 and pocket cavity 46 are located on the second side 20 and 
inwardly of the plane of the front cover 12 so that components can be added to or removed from 
the pocket cavity 46 without a user having to reach to the first side 18 or reach across or break 
the plane of the front cover 12. In this position, generally the entire pocket cavity 46 is located 

15 on the second side 20 of the front cover 12 and generally no portion of the pocket cavity 46 is 
located on the first side 18 of the front cover 12. The front panel 40 of the pocket 36 may be 
larger than the opening 34 to prevent the front panel 40 from being pulled through the opening 
34 when the pocket 36 is being accessed from inside the binder 10 as shown in Fig. 4. Once the 
user has accessed the pocket 36, the pocket 36 may be returned to its closed position by pressing 

20 the rear panel 42 against the front cover 12, and engaging the portions 64, 66 of hook-and-loop 
attachment material of the attachment flap 62 and rear panel 42 to return the binder 10 to the 
position shown in Fig. 3. 

The pocket 36 may also be movable to a multi-access position such that the pocket cavity 
46 can be simultaneously accessed from both the first 18 and second 20 sides of the front cover 

25 12. In particular, the front panel fastening mechanism 54 may be moved to its unzipped position, 
and the front panel 40 may be pivoted to its position shown in Fig. 2. Simultaneously, the rear 
panel fastening mechanism 60 is released and the rear panel 42 is moved to its position shown in 
Fig. 4. In this position, portions of the pocket cavity 46 are located on both sides of the front 
cover 12 such that the binder 10 provides access from both the first 18 and second sides 20 of the 

30 front cover 12. 
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The multi-access nature of the notebook 10 provides great versatility in utilizing the 
pocket 36. For example, when a user utilizes the binder 10 in its open position (i.e., taking notes 
or the like), the user can access the contents of the pocket 36 without having to close the binder 
10, flip the binder over, etc. Furthermore, when the binder 10 is in its closed position (i.e., being 
5 carried, stored in a locker, backpack or the like), a user can access the pocket 36 without having 
to open the binder 10. Thus, the binder 10 of the present invention provides improved access 
and storage capabilities. 

Having described the invention in detail and by reference to the preferred embodiments, 
it will be apparent that modifications and variations thereof are possible without departing from 
1 0 the scope of the invention. 

What is claimed is: 
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